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Call for “Junior Booster” projects - 2026
 Complex Systems Academy

About

The Complex Systems Academy offers financial support to recently hired young researchers, working on research topics related to complex systems.

The grant aims to help them start or consolidate their own research activity on a topic related to the study of complex systems and the activities of the Academy. 

The goal is to make Université Côte d'Azur a welcoming and attractive location for top-level researchers. 

Eligibility criteria 

To be eligible, applicants must be recruited as Chargé.e de Recherche, Maître de Conférences or an equivalent permanent position in a research unit of Université Côte d’Azur or of an IdEx partner. 
For projects submitted by an Ingénieur.e de recherche, a letter of support from the laboratory director is required.

Young researchers must have taken up their first position less than 3 years before the call closure: after February 20, 2023.

To meet eligibility criteria, the application must also: 
· Justify the "booster" effect of the project on young researchers’ research activity and their ability to pursue and develop their own research topic;
· Demonstrate the innovative and multidisciplinary nature of the project; 
· Show the structuring of a national or international cooperation, 
· And/or the development of a collaboration with a socio-economic partner.

In addition, any effort to promote and disseminate research work will be particularly appreciated.

Eligible expenses

Eligible expenses are limited to operating costs (missions, consumables and small equipment, books, etc.), the acquisition of equipment (exceeding 4k€ with supporting estimates), which, once purchased will become the property of the beneficiary institution/organization, and possibly internship bonuses. 

The maximum grant awarded by the Academy will be 30k€ and must be duly justified.

Grants must be committed and consumed by December 15, 2027 (notion of service done).   

Calendar
· Call opening on the Nuxeo plateform : October 1st, 2025
· Closure of the call: February 20, 2026 
· Selection of projects: March 2026
· Announcement of results: April 2026

Application procedure 

Application files must include:

· The application form below, duly completed;
· All relevant supporting documents, including quotations (mandatory) and, if applicable, publications, research program;
· For projects submitted by an Research Engineer (Ingénieur.e de recherche), please provide a letter of support from the laboratory director;
· [bookmark: _Hlk145424250]Applications must be submitted on the Nuxeo platform under the “Projects” tab by clicking on the following link: AAP-A2-Booster-Junior 2026
· All the requested documents must be concatenated in a single PDF file named́ according to the following scheme BJ 2026_project acronyme_Coordinator’s name.pdf.

Project management

The administrative and financial management of the project will be carried out by the Project leader, with the support of his/her laboratory's administrative and financial staff. 

Contact Dominique.Michel@univ-cotedazur.fr
1. Summary description of the project 
	Project title 
	

	Project acronym
	

	Project leader’s name
	

	E-mail address
	

	Function, employer
	

	Research unit and team
	

	Date of taking up the first position
	

	Research areas 
	

	Funding requested to the Academy 
	€

	Sustainable development goal: indicate whether your project is in line with one or more of the 2030 SDGs Agenda (indicate number and name of SDG’s). 

	






2. Scientific objectives
	Synthetic description of the research project, presenting:
Context, research objectives and hypotheses, positioning in relation to the state of the art, innovative nature, scientific methodology, integration into the Academy's range of topics. 
Any effort to popularize the content will be appreciated (2 pages max)



3. Implementation
	Present the project organization, description of expenses, and justification for the requested fund (1 page max).



4. Impact on researcher’s autonomy
	Explain how this support will help the young researcher become more independent and serve as a catalyst for the development of his/her research activity (1 page max).






5. Requested funding

	
	Amount
	Description

	Equipment
	€
	

	Consumables
	€
	

	Missions
	€
	

	Others (specify)
	€
	

	Co-financing already obtained 
	€
	

	Co-financing expected
	€
	

	
Total
	€
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