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Complex System Academy
Call for “ Thematic Semester ” Projects 2027-2028


About

[bookmark: _Hlk109667019]The “Complex Systems” Academy offers researchers working in the field of complex systems the opportunity to organize “Thematic semesters”.
This funding scheme aims to support original initiatives bringing together a large interdisciplinary team around activities and scientific events on an emerging and/or risky theme. 
These semesters may foster the emergence of new collaborations and even new communities. 
In this context, Thematic semesters already implemented may apply for a Follow-up grant, if the team demonstrates its capacity to develop long-term structured partnerships.

This year, please consider the opportunity of a co-funding/extension of a postdoctoral or engineer position (6 months, up to 30,000 euros). Please contact us to receive the application form regarding this funding option.


Eligibility criteria 

This call is open to all researchers whose projects fall within a complex systems approach.
A thematic semester or a follow-up of project involves research actions, training and scientific animations. Below is a non-exhaustive list of possible actions: 
· A thematic school, addressing both young researchers and a more confirmed public;
· One or several workshops and/or international conferences;
· Invitations of international experts for medium-term stays; 
· M2 internships co-supervised between several laboratories; 
· Others…
Depending on the ambition and scope of the project, a jointly led proposal is allowed.

For more information on previous funded projects, click here. 

Evaluation criteria

Initiatives proposed by researchers are evaluated according to the following criteria : 
· Federating transdisciplinary work teams; 
· Encouraging flagship projects, with potential impacts at all levels (training, innovation, fundamental research);
· Promoting scientific impact (workshops, invited speakers, dissemination of results, etc.); 
· Involving local and/or international actors (scientific partners, economic actors, etc.)
· Involving young researchers and interns; 
· Submitting a detailed workplan (financial sustainability, scientific consortium, co-funding, etc.).

Project proposals will be reviewed by experts from outside Université Côte d'Azur. Writing in English is therefore mandatory.





Funding

To encourage researchers from its community, the Complex Systems Academy offers substantial funding for these projects:
· Thematic semester: between 50k€ and 70k€. 
· Follow-up of Thematic semester projects, between €15k to €50k.
· Only one postdoc or engineer position will be awarded in 2027. This option will be evaluated separately from the funding plan associated with the semester/follow-up. Please contact us to receive the application form regarding this funding option.
· In addition, it is strongly recommended to propose one or several co-fundings.
 
Requested funding may include: 
· Equipment expenses and the purchase of material (with supporting estimates and justification of mutualized use); 
· Expenses for the design and implementation of the project (including the payment of internal or external services); 
· Mission costs (invitations of international experts, organization of workshops);
· Organization of events (addressing different types of publics); 
· [bookmark: _Hlk109667149]Expenses for human resources (internships, wages for visiting professors' courses).

Calendar

· Call opening on the Nuxeo plateform: July 24, 2026
· Closure of the call: October 22, 2026 at 11pm
· Pre-selection: November/December 2026
· Coordinators’ audition: March 2027
· Results: April 2027

Application procedure 

Project proposals must be submitted using the Nuxeo platform under the “Projects” tab by clicking on the following link: AAP-A2-2027-2028-"Semestres thématiques"

Applications must include: 
· This form; 
· Any additional document deemed relevant by the applicants, including estimates for equipments (mandatory); 
All the requested documents must be concatenated in a single PDF file named according to the following scheme: Sem-Them 27-28_name of the project_coordinator’s last name.pdf

Project management

The administrative and financial management of the project will be carried out by the Project Manager, with the support of his/her laboratory's administrative and financial staff.

Contact : mailto:dominique.michel@univ-cotedazur.fr







APPICATION FORM

1. Summary description of the project
In case of a joint coordination, please give the contact details of both project managers


	Project acronym 
	

	Project title
	

	Full name of the project manager
	

	Email address of the project manager
	

	Laboratory / establishment 
	

	Is this a follow-up to a project already funded under the Thematic Semesters call?
If so, name of project and previous project manager
	

	Consortium (researchers involved/ local or international members/scientific committee etc.) 
	

	Research areas concerned and keywords
	

	Type of co funding (CNRS, Bureau Idex, EUR….)
	

	Total amount of funding requested from the Academy 
	                €

	Year envisaged for the organization of The Thematic Semester 
	[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]|_| 2027    |_| 2028     |_| Other : specify 

	Sustainable development goal: indicate whether your project is in line with one or more of the 2030 SDGs Agenda (indicate number and name of SDG).

	






2. Summary of the scientific context and objectives
Describe the scientific context and objectives (International context, scientific scopes, innovative character and interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary approach (if applicable), the consortium and its complementarity) - 2 pages max

3. Implementation
Describe the project implementation and the program structure: type of activities (workshops, thematic school, seminars, internships, etc…); list of speakers and potential participants; other targeted sources of funding; desired period – (6 months maximum, etc.) - 3 pages max

4. Budget 

	
	Amount
	Description

	Equipment
	€
	

	Operating costs (organisation costs, missions, consumables…)
	€
	

	Others (internships, invited researchers courses…) 
	€
	

	Total budget of the  Thematic Semester
	€
	

	Already obtained cofunding
	€
	

	Expected cofunding 
	€
	

	Grant requested to the Academy
	€
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