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COMPLEX SYSTEM ACADEMY
Call for doctoral and post-doctoral visits – 2027

About

The Complex Systems Academy of Université Côte d’Azur is launching a Doctoral and post-doctoral visiting program.
The aim of this program is to enable doctoral student or post-doctoral researchers from outside France to spend a period of 1 to 3 months in a laboratory with the aim of implementing a research project related to complex systems.

· Local supervisor: one or more researchers or teacher-researchers (or equivalent status) member of a laboratory of Université Côte d'Azur, or in one of the IdEx partners, committed to hosting the candidate.
· For the local supervisor, the aim is to promote or strengthen an emerging collaboration and/or contact potential post-doctoral candidates.
Only one application is allowed on the same call for proposals.

· Visiting candidate: a PhD student or post-doctoral fellow under contract with a public or private institution abroad.
· For visiting candidates, the aim is to offer them an opportunity to collaborate with researchers from other communities, to benefit from specific infrastructures in the host laboratories, and to develop their international professional network.
Research teams interested in hosting a candidate are invited to submit an application for a pre-identified PhD student or post-doctoral fellow.

ERASMUS+ funding for doctoral and post-doctoral students from the European Union
Applicants from universities in the European Union can apply to their International Relations department for ERASMUS+ funding, if an agreement has been reached between the 2 institutions.
This type of mobility enables students to register with the host university and benefit from the same rights as local students (access to the CROUS, access to the library, etc.). It allows to reinforce their international visibility and offers the opportunity to extend their stay beyond the 3 months prescribed in the present call for projects.

Eligibility criteria 

· For doctoral students: the candidate must be registered in a doctoral program in a private or public institution abroad, for the entire duration of his/her visit: an official document must be provided;
· For post-doctoral fellows: the candidate must have a contract (post-doctorate, teaching contract, etc.) with a public or private institution abroad, for the entire duration of his/her visit (provide proof of employment with a mobility authorization signed by the employer);
The aim of the project is:
· To develop or pursue a research activity during the candidate’s visit, in collaboration with a research team of Université Côte d’Azur or an IdEx partner on a topic related to complex systems;
· To carry out a visit for a period between 1 to 3 months (the planned dates should be indicated in the application). 
Please note that visits aimed at promoting emergence or strengthening a collaboration will be given priority for funding. However, other requests will be examined with the same level of attention.

Accommodation at the FACUTLY CLUB of Université Côte d’Azur
PhDs and Post-doctoral fellows may be accommodated at the Faculty Club, depending on availability at the time of their stay, if the stay starts at the beginning of the month. 
Any month that has started must be paid in full.

Evaluation criteria 

Proposals for doctoral and post-doctoral visits will be selected according to: 

· The quality of the scientific project; 
· The profile and skills of the candidate;
· The added value demonstrated by this visit in terms of knowledge sharing, or interdisciplinarity, or prospective for a future postdoc position;
· The relevance of the visit regarding the activities of the host team (existing contracts, projects, establishment or strengthening of new collaborations…).
· Visits lasting longer than two months will be prioritized.
Eligible expenses 

Eligible expenses only include visit expenses for the candidate and are limited to his/her transport, lodging, and food expenses. 

Please note that the flat rate for meal expenses is fixed at 40 € per day.
Local supervisors should pay close attention to the budget for the stay, bearing in mind that the transport budget could take up a large part of the amount allocated to the visit, depending on where the applicant comes from and how far in advance travel tickets are purchased and accommodation is booked. This is even more important for stays lasting less than 2 months.
In such cases, the local supervisor is asked to provide co-funding so that the applicant can benefit from decent accommodation and a flat rate of €40/day for daily expenses.
 
The hosting teams and research units must commit to provide the visiting candidate with the necessary means to carry out the activities planned during his/her visit (in terms of supervision, workspace, access to laboratory resources and equipment, consumables, etc.) 
The subsidy granted by the Academy is set to a maximum of 2.500€ per month, amounting to a maximum of 7.500€ per request. 
It should be noted that this grant is not intended as a scholarship for the student, nor is it intended to cover laboratory costs related to the student's research work. 
This grant is allocated to the local supervisor to cover exclusively the costs related to the doctoral or postdoctoral student's mission. 





Calendar 

· Call opening on the Nuxeo platform: July 24, 2026
· Call closure: October 22, 2026, at 11pm 
· Assessment of applications: November/December 2026
· Communication on results: December 2026
· Visits schedule: From May 1, 2027, to December 31, 2027

Application conditions
 
Applications will include: 

· The application form below, duly completed, with typed text and signed by the director of the laboratory and the local supervisor;
· Curriculum vitae of the visiting candidate with list of publications; 
· For a doctoral student: a school certificate; 
· For a post-doctoral fellow: an employer’s certificate with authorization of mobility;
· A letter of motivation from the candidate, highlighting the link between his/her subject of study and complex systems theme; 
· 2 recommendation letters;
· Any necessary additional documents.

All application documents must be concatenated in a single PDF file named according to the following scheme: Visits Prg_27_Project_acronym_supervisor’s last name.pdf

Project proposals must be submitted using the Nuxeo platform under the “Projects” tab, by clicking on the following link: AAP–A2–2027 « Visites doctorales et post-doctorales ».

Project management 
 
The administrative and financial management of the project will be carried out by the local supervisor, with the support of his/her laboratory's administrative and financial staff. 

Contact
Dominique.MICHEL@univ-cotedazur.fr














APPLICATION FORM

1. Information on the stay, the local supervisor & the visiting candidate
(Please use a word processor to fill in the form)
Local supervisor

	Full project title

	

	Project acronym

	

	Full name of the local supervisor

	

	Email of the local supervisor

	

	Laboratory / Institution

	

	Reason for the stay (emergence or strengthening of collaboration, co-supervision of a thesis, anticipated post-doctoral position, etc.)

	

	Foreseen period of the visit


	Start date:                                   End date:

	Requested funds from the academy

	€

	Sustainable development goals: indicate whether your project is in line with one or more of the 2030 SDGs Agenda: indicate number and name of relevant SDG’s. 
Information on SDG’s will be asked for the IdEx annual report.

	



For a doctoral student

	Last name & First name of the doctoral student

	

	Email of the doctoral student

	

	Institution/Department/Laboratory of origin

	

	University in which the student follows a doctoral program 

	

	Title of the doctoral thesis and supervisor’s name 

	



For a post-doctoral fellow

	Last name, first name of the post-doctoral candidate

	

	Email of the post-doctoral candidate

	

	Public or private institution in which the candidate is under a post-doctoral contract

	

	Institution/Department/Laboratory of origin

	

	Title of research project related to the candidate's contract

	



Signature of the Director of the host laboratory


1. Summary description of the project 
Summary of the context and scientific objectives - Any effort aimed at presenting the project to non-specialists will be duly appreciated (1 page max)



2. Implementation
Work program, implementation of the visit and detailed budget (2 pages max)



3. Added value of the visit
Justification by the local supervisor of the added value provided by this visit (1 page max). 
This section must be signed below.


Signature of the local supervisor






4. Other sources of funding
	
	Yes
	No

	Is the project, in its current form, currently being evaluated under another IdEx call for proposals or one of its Academies of Excellence, or has it already received this type of funding?

	
	

	Has the PI or their team already received any form of funding related to this research project? (ANR, Région PACA, CSI...)
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